To a solution of 1 (2 g, 9.7 mmol) [1] in trifluoroacetic acid (15 mL) was added by portions during 30 min (1 g, 0.016 mole) sodium azoture [2, 3] at -10 °C. After stirring for 24 hours, the reaction mixture was neutralised with 10% of sodium bicarbonate, extracted with ether (3´ 20 mL). The combined organic layers were washed with water, dried over magnesium sulphate, and the solvent was evaporated. The product was purified by column chromatography on neutral alumina using hexane/ether (8/2) as eluant to give 2 (1.67 g 70% yield) as a solid [3] .
